Emerson Collective: Community & School Garden Special Initiative (link to overview and application)
DRAFT narrative language

Application due: Saturday, April 30, 2022

Note: Each question includes standard language, which can be edited to reflect the individual project, as well as questions that are more locally focused to help you add to the narrative. The Emerson Collective application is clear that not all of these questions need to be answered, and that they’re intended to spur your thinking. The narrative portion of the application is a maximum of two pages. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
QUESTIONS
Why is this garden important? How will this garden be used and who will it serve?
Connecting people to nature through gardening provides an abundance of benefits. It is a way to decrease obesityaddress health disparities through increased activity in all schools, foster the development of healthy eating habits by exposure to food plants, and boost mental health through social connection and exposure to natures. Laura Cole, food justice activist, says, “Gardens… provide safe, natural gathering spaces and needed respite that literally give life through sustainable access to healthy food." 

Schoolyard gardens provide hands-on resources for teaching a wide range of subjects, from natural sciences, to healthy diets, to sustainable technologies—essential knowledge for generations of children facing climate change. Garden-based learning gets kids outside, builds self-esteem, familiarizes students with how food plants and other floraplants and trees grow in their  city, and has even been shown to reduce stress, improve academic outcomes, attendance, concentration, and graduation rates. 

Schoolyards gardens, when opened to the public after school hours, can anchor an entire community by providing opportunities for outdoor recreation, civic engagement, and neighborhood stewardship. Moreover, they boost economic development and have even been linked to reductions in juvenile delinquency and other crime.

Schoolyard gardens replace blacktop with lush green planting beds, which in turn help to cool schools.   And increase native habitat in dense urban landscapes. Rain gardens help absorb stormwater which mitigates the Combined Sewer Overflow problems in New York City. , filtering precious rainwater into the water table while alleviating the risk of flooding on school campuses and throughout the neighborhood. 

Additional local information:
· Who needs to be involved in planning and implementation to support success of your school garden?
· How will you communicate with your students and community about the purpose of theyour improved garden, and invite them into the space?
· What does a thriving garden look like for your school or community?

How will investment in a garden spur change and promote equity within your community?
Access to green spaces and gardens is not evenly distributed. People of color are three times more likely than white people to live in communities with limited access to nature, and 100 million people in the US, including 28 million children, do not have a park within a 10-minute walk of their home. Across the country, parks that serve people of color are half as large as parks serving white people. In addition, people of color are the most likely to be negatively affected by pollution and the impacts of the climate change. Working with The Trust for Public Land, our community was able to transform our schoolyard into a vibrant play space.   This grant provides an opportunity to (maintain, update, expand, activate or build) a schoolyard garden in the schoolyard.   

Garden-based learning gets kids outside, builds self-esteem, familiarizes student with how food plants and other flora grows in the city, and has even been shown to reduce stress and improve academic outcomes in the classroom. Through transforming blank schoolyards into gardens, especially in large cities, we can positively impact people’s health, the climate, and the equitable distribution of the community greenspace by actively engaging students, parents, teachers and community partners in the creation and maintenance of greenspace and gardens. 
Green schoolyards’ shady, vibrant spaces campuses encourage exercise and play—promoting all around health. Moreover, simply spending time in nature has been shown to alleviate stress and improve mood. Schoolyard gardens provide opportunities to grow and educate students on how to grow fresh food, an important benefit in low-income urban neighborhoods facing food insecurities. “Community gardens are important because they expose people to using spaces in their community for something good and also give them an opportunity to grow healthy foods,” student, age 14.
Additional local information:
· How will a garden benefit your community? (Community cohesion, parent engagement, curricular connections. Stress reduction, academic engagement?)
· Why is this benefit needed or wanted? 

How will this garden be maintained in the long run beyond this one-time grant?
The garden will be activated and maintained by through partnerships between school administration, teachers, students and parents with local recreation providers, arts organizations, senior centers, and gardening clubs. 

Students and summer programs will be involved in maintenance over the summer, including watering and weeding, in conjunction with a teacher or a local non-profit. The community will be involved in seasonal preparation and clean-up efforts. We will provide small stipends to volunteer leaders, as well as tools and materials, as well as snacks and water. 

Additional local information:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Who will coordinate activities and maintenance for the garden? How will the support system around that person look? (Can you involve a local non-profit, community-based organization, community garden group, PTA, or other group?)
· If using volunteers, how many do you anticipate being involved, what would they be responsible for and how might you recruit them?
· What is your plan for when a garden coordinator ends their engagement with the garden? How might you transfer to a new leader, if needed? Who will support the garden in one to three years?


